LINCOLN’S  PLEDGE 

HIS  SECRET  PROMISE  TO  COOPERATE  WITH  McCLELLAN  TO 
SAVE  THE  UNION  IF  THE  LATTER  SHOULD  BE  ELECTED 
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FACSIMILE  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  MANUSCRIPT  OWNED  BY  MRS.  JOHN  HAY,  FROM 
A PHOTOGRAPH  LENT  BY  GENERAL  JAMES  GRANT  WILSON 

The  signatures  of  members  of  Lincoln’s  cabinet,  on  the  right,  were  written  on  the  back  of  the  folded  “pledge,” 
the  purport  of  which  was  not  then  known  to  them. 


IN  explanation  of  this  remarkable  paper, 
Nicolay  and  Hay  say  in  their  biography 
(Vol.  IX,  page  251)  : “Feeling  that  the  cam- 
paign [of  1864]  was  going  against  him,  he 
made  up  his  mind  deliberately  as  to  the 
course  he  should  pursue,  and  unwilling  to 
leave  his  resolution  to  the  chances  of  the 
changed  mood  which  might  follow  in  the 
natural  exasperation  of  defeat,  he  resolved 
to  lay  down  for  himself  the  course  of  action 
demanded  by  his  present  conviction  of 
duty.  . . . [After  writing  the  memoran- 
dum] : He  then  folded  and  pasted  the  sheet 
in  such  manner  that  its  contents  could  not 
be  read,  and  as  the  cabinet  came  together  he 
handed  this  paper  to  each  member  succes- 
sively, requesting  them  to  write  their  names 
across  the  back  of  it.  . . 

The  sequel  is  told  in  a foot-note  from  the 
diary  of  one  of  the  President’s  secretaries, 
under  date  of  November  11,  1864:  “At  the 


meeting  of  the  cabinet  to-day  the  President 
took  out  a paper  from  his  desk  and  said: 
‘Gentlemen,  do  you  remember  last  summer 
when  I asked  you  all  to  sign  your  names  to 
the  back  of  a paper  of  which  I did  not  show 
you  the  inside?  This  is  it.  . . . [After 
reading  the  memorandum  the  President,  re- 
calling all  the  circumstances,  said:]  ...  I 
resolved  in  case  of  the  election  of  General 
McClellan,  being  certain  that  he  would  be 
a candidate,  that  I would  see  him  and  talk 
matters  over  with  him.  I would  say,  “Gen- 
eral, the  election  has  demonstrated  that  you 
are  stronger,  have  more  influence  with  the 
American  people  than  I.  Now  let  us  get 
together,  you  with  your  influence  and  I with 
all  the  executive  power  of  the  Government, 
and  try  to  save  the  country.  You  raise  as 
* many  troops  as  you  possibly  can  for  this 
final  trial,  and  I will  devote  all  my  energies 
to  assist  and  finish  the  war.” 
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